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Culpeper’s Rebellion Story Outline 
 

 
Background information 
(Introduction of the article) 

Not a functioning government; people in the north scattered; transportation difficult; ineffective governors who did not 
protect the colonists from pirates or Indians; mercantilism – colonies existed to benefit the mother country; Navigation Acts 
put into place which controlled trade 

 
Characters 

(include name and 
description) 

 
 

John Jenkins – new governor 
Valentine Bird – tax collector 
Thomas Eastchurch – supported Proprietors 
Thomas Miller – supported Proprietors 
Proprietors – owners of Carolina Colony 
George Durant – Carolina landowner 
John Culpeper – man from Charles Town who was considered a troublemaker 

Setting Time: 1677                                                           Place:  Albemarle/London 
 

Causes of the Rebellion 
(Trade and taxes) 

1. exemption from Navigation Acts expired in 1670 so Albemarle residents had to pay a tax on exported tobacco 
2. bad harvests of tobacco due to bad weather 
3. higher quitrents than other colonies 

 
 

Story of the Rebellion 
(Rebellion) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. new governor appoints a customs (tax) collector 
2. did not mean to collect the taxes 
3. Miller thrown in jail, escapes and goes with Eastchurch to England to tell the Proprietors 
4. Proprietors made Eastchurch the governor and Miller the customs collector 
5. Miller went back to Carolina and because Eastchurch was still in England, declared himself interim governor 
6. Miller jailed his enemies and traveled with an armed guard 
7. a group of men who opposed the Proprietors decided to force Miller out of office 
8. the rebels arrested Miller and took over the government 
9. they imprisoned Miller and warned Eastchurch, who had returned to Virginia, not to come to Albemarle 
10. Miller escaped and went to England with Culpeper following 
11. Culpeper was tried for rebellion, but was defended by one of the Proprietors 
12. Culpeper was acquitted and came back to Albemarle a hero 

 
Effects of the Rebellion 

(Aftermath) 
 

1. Proprietors appointed one of their own, Seth Sothel, governor but he was kidnapped by Turkish pirates 
2. George Durant governed the colony and restored order 
3. when Sothel arrived in Carolina, he was soon banished as he was very corrupt 
4. Phillip Ludwell became governor and appointed Albemarle residents to govern that area while he was based in Charles Town 
5. the northern part of Carolina becomes stable and peaceful and is ready to grow 
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