Welcome to the “on-line” version of our current

Church Newsletter

We publish a monthly newsletter which is distributed to all our
members and adherents through the pigeon holes in our church
vestibule. We also send copies by post to friends of the church who
now live away from Nottingham and large print versions are
available to those who need them

Please note that, for this “on-line” version of the newsletter, some
information from our printed magazine has been omitted. This
normally includes:

e personalia

e personal "thank you" letters

e home addresses of members

e some details of events for children and young people

which we have chosen to remove for child protection, security and
other privacy reasons.

We also remove material (such as that supplied by Christian Aid for
inclusion in church magazines) to avoid possible difficulty with
copyright issues.

Full details of the venues, times and names of individuals to contact
are in the printed version of the newsletter or are available from the
church secretary.



LETTER FOR AUGUST

Dear Friends,

The month of August is so named after the Roman Emperor
Augustus (23 September 63 BC — 19 August 14 AD) who is
generally regarded as the founder of the Roman Empire.
Ironically it was St Augustine his namesake who wrote to
encourage Christians after the destruction of Rome by the
Visigoths. He remains one of the most influential thinkers in
history. His ideas of memory and the nature of time formed the
framework for our modern understanding of those concepts,
including the theological idea that God exists outside of time,
in eternity, and the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.
Many Reformed theologians such as Martin Luther and John
Calvin looked to him as a key source for their own writings.
Our United Reformed Church General Assembly held in
Southport voted by 240 votes to 21 to allow same-sex couples
to marry in churches that choose to register for same-sex
weddings. Individual churches will not be forced to comply
against their will and this issue will only concern use of the
buildings. This will be a matter for the Church Meeting to
discuss more fully after the summer break. A helpful link to
government advice is shown below and paper copies will be

made available in due course.



In 2018 the General Assembly is to be held in Nottingham and
the Elders have agreed to help by providing some room space
to accommodate some of the meetings and activities.

God so loved the world,
He gave his only
begotten Son that
whosoever believes in
Him shall have eternal
life. John 3;16

Noel Worley

For those familiar with the internet follow the link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac
hment data/file/306000/140423 M SSC Act factsheet web

version .pdf




St Andrews with Castle Gate United Reformed Church
Elders meeting held on July 6™ 2016

The minutes of this meeting are shared in the printed edition of the
newsletter/

Report from Management Committee
The Management Committee met on Monday 18" July:

e It took advantage of the warm evening to examine positions
for external signs and notice boards, in the light of a report by
Noel Worley. It also discussed internal notice boards and
decided that they should be partitioned and space on them
allocated to church groups.

e Lorna R. reported that she and her predecessor were in the
process of handing over the accounts.

e Abnormally high usage of the photocopier was discussed
(please see a separate article about this).

e Bob L. reported that repairs to the roof and rainwater goods
identified by the quinquennial survey have been organised to
take place over the summer and hopefully will be less
extensive and costly than first thought. He had also repaired
the car park barrier after it was damaged by a van trying to
force its way out.

e Tenders for cleaning the church were considered and it was
decided to transfer the contract to a new company after
giving the required three months’ notice. Sarah H. was
thanked for organising this.



THE JUNIOR CHURCH PRESENTATION OF
‘BUGSY MALONE’

Year after year, the Junior Church provides us with an
absolutely first class evening’s entertainment — and this year’s
show was no exception.

As always, the show has its eagerly anticipated prologue, as
we aree told what to do in the event of fire and other disasters.
‘Regulars’ at the show fondly remember 2014’s bearded
Tinkerbell and last year’s Egyptian Comedian. This time, we
had the splendid personification of the Statue of Liberty, who
was able to deal with the practicalities and then so easily to
usher us into the 1929 world of prohibition New York, complete
with competing gangs and speakeasies.

We were promised and evening ‘of unbridled criminality and
all-out gang warfare’, but with the assurance that it was all
good clean fun. As the show progressed, it was hard to
decide who was having the most fun, the audience or the cast
— the frequent use of the Bugsy Splurge Sprays and the
custard pies suggested the latter!!

There were remarkably strong performances by the leading
characters and some delightful cameos by older, former cast
members. And the enthusiasm of the younger ones in
supporting roles — some of them very young couldn’t fail to
impress. The numbers on stage at times must have
presented major logistical problems!! All the performers had
definitely got ‘IT".

The Producer and Musical Director did incredibly well, and
there was clearly exceptional support behind the scenes, most
obviously in the costume department which, with hats,
dresses, suits and boas, easily transported us back to 1929
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New York. All credit to everyone back-stage who gave the
young people the opportunity to perform and to enjoy
themselves — as they very clearly did.

The audience left with a mixture of feelings — delight at another
great evening’s entertainment and relief that the Bugsy
Splurge Sprays hadn’t been turned on them !!!!

* % * % *

PHOTOCOPYING ARRANGEMENTS

The new Ricoh copier recorded extremely high usage during
the quarter December 2015 to end February 2016. An
investigation by the Management Committee concluded that
there has been some very large scale unauthorised use,
including colour copies for which the church has received a
high charge.
Account codes have therefore been set up so that a PIN will
need to be entered to make copies. These have now been
issued to a number of church officers and other known users.
As a further precaution, the Management Committee decided
that in future only black copies can be made in this way; colour
copying will only be available on request from the print room
team. Please contact one of them if you need any help with
this, or with using the older machines for which we only pay for
consumables.

Management Committee

* * * * *

N.B. Please note that Sunday 14" August is the last day
for contributions for the September Newsletter.



WE WON!

The Stroke Club was nominated as one of three charities to
benefit from the bi-annual event held by the Yorkshire Building
Society.

This event was sponsored by their Charitable Trust with the
winner receiving £500.00.

People (society members or not) were asked to vote for their
favourite local charity, the charity with the most votes being the
winner.

We won!

Bob L. our Chairman, Rosemary B. our Secretary and Lynda
H. our Treasurer were duly presented with our cheque on
Monday 11" July.

The money will be set aside to help pay for the coach on our
Stroke Club Holiday next year.
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NEWS FROM BANGLADESH- Crafting a future

As climate change brings more extreme and unpredictable
weather, disrupting lives and livelihoods, people are looking for
alternative ways to earn a living, instead of solely relying on
farming and fishing. Step forward the women of Barishal
district, whose skills in embroidery, weaving and basket-
making not only provide a means of creativity and self-
expression, but also generate a valuable income.

The items are handmade, using simple tools rather than mass
production methods, and the techniques are passed down
through the generations.

Christian Aid partner Christian Commission for Development in
Bangladesh (CCDB) is helping the women to find a market for
their wares. It also supports them to organise and come
together, so that they can negotiate with buyers from a position
of strength. Making a living from handicrafts used to be a
challenge. Now that the market is steady, life is starting to
change.

One of the project members, Sathy Vodro, says: ‘l am no
longer dependent on my husband’s income. Now | have the
means to provide for my child. This makes me happy. ’In
Bangladesh, where women are often marginalised in the
home, the simple act of earning an income means you are
valued. It gives you a say.

‘As women, our confidence has grown and our status has
improved,” Sathy explains. As the demand for products
moves beyond wicker stools to wall-hangings, quilts, gift boxes
and much more, the women are learning different skills and
branching out to new markets. Their future promises to be
much brighter.



EVENING OF ENTERTAINMENT

The Belgravians and The Goldsmith Players are presenting
“An Evening of Entertainment” on Friday September 30™ at
7.45 pm. Everyone is welcome but we ask you to sign up if
you intend to come (including those taking part!) to assist us in
numbers for setting out chairs and for catering.

Entrance is free but we will be raising money for the Lincs and
Notts Air Ambulance.

The list for signing will be on the halls notice board opposite
the kitchen.

k % *k % *k

REPLACEMENT CURTAINS FOR THE LARGE HALL

In 2008 the Large Hall was damaged by a small earthquake,
which damaged the end wall. The repairs were carried out as
an insurance claim which included the decoration of the Hall.
A decision was taken at this time not to put the old curtains
back up as they were faded and worn.

On completion of the lower ground floor project we continued
with the refurbishment of the remaining two floors. All the
rooms were decorated and re curtained. We saved a
considerable amount of money thanks to a team of ladies who
unpicked curtains that we had been given and remade them to
fit the Upper Hall and Small Hall.

The Large Hall had acoustic panels fitted to improve the sound
quality but additional improvements are desirable. Fitting new
curtains to the Large Hall would benefit the sound quality,
improve the look of the room and make it more attractive as a
venue for events and potentially enable more bookings. The
cost of £3500 may seem a lot of money but we have already
had a substantial donation towards the cost.
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THE EARLY DAYS OF
ST ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - PART 4

We have learned how the early St Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church started life in Park Row and moved to Spaniel Row
Chapel. On Sunday 26" January 1868 the Rev.
J.B.Dougherty MA, of Queen’s College, Belfast, a probationer,
preached. Mr.Dougherty also agreed to preach the
Anniversary services on 9™ February, but already by this time
Mr.Maclean had proposed that the church should approach Mr
Dougherty with a view to a calling him to the ministry at a
salary of £250 per annum.

On February 26". Mr.D.D. Hepburn was asked to see the
church’s architect “to arrange the removal of the rock from the
site of the new church in Goldsmith Street, free of charge”.

The new nominee seemed very hesitant with regard to a
possible call, but the church was very keen to have him as its
minister, and therefore a “hearty and unanimous” call was sent
on 17™ April to Rev James Brown Dougherty MA of Garvagh,
Derry. No reason is given for the subsequent delay, but it was
not until 24™ September that there was a public meeting, in the
Exchange Hall, where the present Council House stands, to
accept the new minister. Three hundred people were present.
The church choir under the leadership of Mr MacLean sang
several selections of sacred music. Rev Mr M’Gill of Garvagh
said “after the magnificent performance of the choir he had
forgot his speech”. A newspaper report of the occasion is to
be found in the church’s record book. In all of these
references to Mr MacLean’s choir there is no indication of what
was sung, either at the tea meetings or at services, but it is
significant that all the reports are favourable. Also at this time,
“the choir and congregation, hitherto satisfied with the Psalms
alone (metrical version) were furnished with hymn-books”.
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On 14" February 1869 Rev. Dougherty preached the church’s
anniversary services in the morning and the evening to good
congregations.

At a committee meeting on May 12™
one of the architects, Mr. Robert
Evans, attended and laid improved
plans for the new church before the
committee. Some adjustments
were suggested and Mr Evans was
asked to obtain tenders. It was
then decided that the church
. building project was to be thought of
in four sections - 1) the church, 2)
the spire 3) the lecture hall and 4)
the fencing and outbuildings.
Seven tenders were subsequently
- received, that of Messrs Dennett
being accepted for sections 1,3 and
4. A decision on the spire would be
May 1870. The drawing shows what

taken on or before 1%

might have been.
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