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Dear Parents, 
 
Our first weeks of school have gone well. The children are becoming 
accustomed to the kindergarten routines and making new friends. The 
children have been creating books and are excited to share them with you. 
Please take time to read these books with your child. We suggest you keep 
all the books your child brings home in a special box to be read over and over 
again. Remember to have your child use a pointer finger to carefully hop over 
the spaces. 
 
The children will also have the opportunity to bring home our Class Books 
(a joint classroom effort) in the Overnight Reader’s Suitcase. We encourage 
the children to be very careful with the books and the bag and to return 
both items the following day so that all children will have the opportunity to 
see all the books. 
 
The month of October finds us doing many new activities: 

 
Literacy 

 
We have begun learning our letter and sounds. Each week we will introduce a 
new letter and sound. Although we only formally introduce one new letter 
each week, we are continually learning about all the letters of the alphabet 
in our daily reading and writing. We have also begun learning to write the 
letters using correct letter formation. As you see the letter practice papers 
come home, it would be helpful if you could reinforce the letter and sound at 
home by having your child find objects that begin with that letter sound. We 
are also continuing to practice writing our names with the proper uppercase 
and lowercase letters, keeping in mind that some letters are tall, some short 
and some go into the basement. Any practice you can provide at home 
benefits your child. 
 
Writing occurs daily in kindergarten. We write as a group and individually in 
Writer’s Workshop or at the writing centers in the classroom. We hope you 
celebrate your child’s writing, as we do in the classroom. 
 



Another integral part of our Literacy  program is Concepts About Print. 
Concepts about Print includes, but is not limited to, the following elements: 
 
 Identifying the parts of a book 
 Determining where to start reading and which way to read (left to right) 
 Understanding where to continue reading at the end of a line (return 

sweep) 
 Pointing to the text, identifying the match between the spoken and the 

printed word 
 Recognizing the difference between a letter and a word 
 
We model these Concepts About Print everyday in our classrooms as we read 
books together and encourage the children to utilize these “concepts” in 
their reading at home. 
 
 

Math 
 

Our math curriculum in Kindergarten is called Bridges in Mathematics. There 
are 3 components to this curriculum: 

 Problems and Investigations Lessons: whole group instruction 
 Number Corner: lessons and routines that revolve around the 

classroom calendar and compliment the lessons being taught in the 
whole group instruction component. 

 Workplaces: games and activities designed to be used independently 
or with a partner. Each workplace features a different math 
manipulative such as unifix cubes, polydrons, geoboards, pattern 
blocks and plastic bugs and frogs which the children use to explore 
different mathematical concepts. 

In October the children will be continuing to explore the attributes of 
shapes, as well as the concepts of sorting, graphing, patterns, probability 
and tallying. They will also be introduced to grids known as ten-frames. Ten-
frames allow students to visually discover relationships between small 
quantities. Through the use of ten-frames, five and ten (and later 20 and 
30) become important landmarks in their thinking. We will also be working on 
correct number formation in October. 
 
 



 
 

October Units 
 

We will be reading and learning about Fire Prevention. Take time this month 
to talk with your children about escape routes from your house in the event 
of fire AND check your smoke detectors to see if they are in proper 
working condition. Other units this month will include discussions about the 
changes in fall, Trees and Weather and Senses. Our Health units will focus 
on learning about ourselves and making friends. This includes our Special 
Person Unit which just recently began. Please take time to help your child 
prepare for this special day. 
 

Fall Party 
 
Fall parties will be on Friday, October 31, at 2:40pm. We will be contacting 
parents who volunteered to help at this party soon. In considering your 
child’s Fall Party costume, please be aware of the district’s policy prohibiting 
weapons or look-alike weapons at school. 
 
 

Giving Tree 
 
A special thanks to all parents who have contributed items to our classroom 
Giving Tree. Many of the fun activities we do in kindergarten could not be 
done without these generous donations. If you have not yet sent your item 
for the Giving Tree, please do so at your earliest convenience. 
 
 

Kindergarten Spring Field Trip 
 
 

We are finalizing plans for our field trip to Gale Woods Farm in Minnetrista, 
MN on Thursday, May 21, 2015.  We will depart school promptly at 9:30am 
and return at 3:15pm. We will be asking for chaperones at a later date.  
 



 
 
 
 

Reminders 
 

 We must have a written note if your child’s transportation home from 
kindergarten changes. Without a note, your child will be sent home 
according to the information on his/her bus tag. 

 No School on Friday, October 10 (data analysis and instructional 
alignment day) and October 16, 17 (teacher’s convention).  

 PTO is sponsoring a Fall Family Event on Saturday, Oct. 4. 
 We look forward to seeing you at conferences on Wednesday, November 

5, and Thursday, November 6.  There will be no school for students on 
Thursday, November 6 and Friday, November 7. 
 

 
The Kindergarten Team 


