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What We’ll discuss

About Story Map Apps

Crafting your Story Map: Tips and Considerations

How to Customize Our Apps for Your Stories

Why Do Story Maps Matter? 

Great Story Maps and How to Emulate Them
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What are Story Maps?

• Story maps are simple web apps 

that combine intelligent web maps 

with multimedia content to tell 

geography-based stories.

Great Story Maps and How to Emulate Them

Open 

Source

ArcGIS 

OnlineYour text,
photos,
video

• Story maps inform, educate, 

entertain, and inspire people about 

a wide variety of topics.
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Story Maps are…

Great Story Maps and How to Emulate Them

For Advanced 

Users?
Sophisticated? Multi-purpose? Passive?

EngagingSimple For Everyone

PC Only?

Single Purpose Responsive
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Our Website

• storymaps.arcgis.com

• http://esri-ea.maps.arcgis.com/apps/PublicGallery

Great Story Maps and How to Emulate Them
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Templates

Story Map 

Tour

Great Story Maps and How to Emulate Them

Story Map 

Shortlist

Story Map 

Countdown

Story Map 

Playlist

Story Map 

Tabbed

Story Map 

Side 

Accordion

Story Map 

Swipe

Story Map 

Spyglass

Story Map 

Journal
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Crafting Your Story Map:

Tips and Considerations

How to Tell Your Story Using Story Map Apps
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Story Map Ingredients

How to Tell Your Story Using Story Map Apps

An idea…

Some thinking…

Web map

Story Map
Template

LinksMedia

Locations
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Accessibility

How to Tell Your Story Using Story Map Apps
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When you start with a map

(4) Save and Share

(1) Choose basemap

(2) Add layers...

(3) Configure / style
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Configuring the map experience

Layer Pop-ups
Transparency

Display Scale Range

Options depend on layer type
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A great app starts with a great map

How to Tell Your Story Using Story Map Apps
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After you save and before you share

Good Thumbnail
Concise Summary

Great Description
Good Tags

Usage Notes

Etc...
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Story Map Tour
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Playlist and Countdown
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Side Accordion
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Shortlist
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Lure your audience into your story

• Active, descriptive, enticing title – not a label

• Subtitle complements and strengthens by adding more detail

Or
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Brand yourself

Esri logo and link

Your logo and link
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Hosted & Download

• Map Tour

• Swipe

• Basic

• Compare

• Text and Legend

• Map Journal

Find your story map

Download Only

• Shortlist

• Countdown

• Playlist

• Side Accordion

• Map Matrix

Choose hosted when you can
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• Must be hosted somewhere…

• Photos must be sized appropriately for use*

- Feature photo, thumbnail, pop-up, index

• Media must be directly accessible

- Photo URL must point to source, no viewers

- Standard video players are directly supported

• Your mileage may vary, some assembly may be required 

with other options…

Media in your story maps
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Media storage

• Hosted 

- Flickr, Facebook, Picasa

- YouTube, Vimeo

• Other hosting options 

- Your own servers, GoDaddy, etc…

- Box, DropBox, Google Docs

- Custom

• ArcGIS Services

- ArcGIS Online feature layers (attachments)

- Requires organizational subscription, consumes credits

- ArcGIS for Server feature services (attachments)
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Photo size
Featured Photo

Thumbnail

Pop-up

Index Photo

Consistency matters!
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• Each story map template is unique

• Required elements and formatting will differ

• Some template override web map configuration

• Web maps must be public (best practices apply)

• Web map and other story map components 

must not be deleted or moved

Things to keep in mind
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Customization

How to Tell Your Story Using Story Map Apps
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• Source download from GitHub

• Delivered as Zip file

• Edit using any text editor

Template source code
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Demonstration

How to Tell Your Story Using Story Map Apps



Q&A

asabwa@esriea.co.ke


