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5000 BCE 
• wheat and barley first 

cultivated in the Nile Valley 
(c. 5000 BCE) 

 
 
 
4000 BCE 
• copper in use in Egypt (c. 

4000 BCE) 
• unification of Upper and 

Lower Egypt by Menes (c. 
3100 BCE) 

• hieroglyphs developed (c. 
3000 BCE) 

 
 
3000 BCE 
• Old Kingdom founded in 

Egypt (c. 2800 BCE) 
• Egypt introduces a 365 day 

calendar (c. 2772 BCE) 
• Great Pyramid of Khufu in 

Egypt built (c. 2550) 
• desertification of the Sahara 

(c. 2500 BCE) 
• climatic conditions and 

government corruption 
hasten the end of the Old 
Kingdom in Egypt (c. 2160 
BCE) 

• civil war in Egypt (c. 2150 
BCE) 

• Egyptians discover papyrus 
• Middle Kingdom founded in 

Egypt (2040 BCE) 
 
2000 BCE 
• irrigation in Egypt (c. 2000 

BCE) 
• bronze working in Egypt (c. 

1800 BCE) 
• rise of the Kush empire (c. 

1700 BCE) 
• Hyksos conquer Egypt (c. 

1640 BCE) 
• Israelites journey to Egypt to 

avoid famine (c. 1600 BCE) 
• New Kingdom founded in 

Egypt (1560 BCE) 
• Hyksos expelled from Egypt 

(1560 BCE) 
• the first tomb in the Valley 

of the Kings (c. 1506 BCE) 
• Queen Hatshepsut rules 

Egypt (c. 1490 BCE) 
• Egypt reaches greatest extent 

under Tuthmosis III (c. 

10,000 BCE 
• first settlements at Jericho (c. 

8000 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5000 BCE 
• first Mesopotamian cities 

erected (c. 5000 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
4000 BCE 
• Sumerians settle in 

Mesopotamia (c. 3500 BCE) 
• Sumerian writing on clay 

tablets (c. 3300 BCE) 
• wheel in use in Mesopotamia 

(c. 3250 BCE) 
• Sumerian writing evolves 

into cuneiform 
 
3000 BCE 
• Byblos founded (c. 3000 

BCE) 
• Phoenician city of Tyre 

founded (c. 2750 BCE) 
• Gilgamesh rules Uruk 

(Erech) (c. 2750 BCE) 
• Mis-anni-padda, king of Ur, 

first recorded ruler of Sumer 
(c. 2500 BCE) 

• Sargon defeats Lugalzaggisi 
and becomes ruler of Sumer 
and Akkad (c. 2340 BCE) 

• Abraham leaves Ur (c. 2100 
BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
2000 BCE 
• Shamshi-Adad I rules the 

city of Ashur in Assyria (c. 
1813-1781 BCE) 

• Hammurabi founds 
Babylonia (c. 1763 BCE) 

• Hammurabi of Babylon 
conquers Ashur (c. 1760 
BCE) 

• Code of Hammurabi (c. 1758 
BCE) 

• Hittite kingdom founded (c. 
1700 BCE) 

• Hittites of Turkey begin 
using iron (c. 1700 BCE) 

• Hittites, under King Mursilis 
I, sack Babylon (c. 1650 
BCE) 

• Israelites journey to Egypt to 
avoid famine (c. 1600 BCE) 

• founding of the Assyrian 

 
 
 
 
7000 BCE 
• rice cultivation in Yangtze 

Valley (c. 6500 BCE) 
 
6000 BCE 
• farming begins in east Asia 

(c. 5800 BCE) 
 
5000 BCE 
• Yang-shao culture in China 

(after c. 5000 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
4000 BCE 
• horses first domesticated, 

Ukraine (c. 4000 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3000 BCE 
• copper and silk 

manufactured in China (c. 
3000 BCE) 

• "Sage Kings" period in 
China begins 

• Indus Civilization (c. 2500 
BCE) 

• cotton cultivated in Indus 
valley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2000 BCE 
• earliest Chinese bronzes 

made at Erlitou (c. 1900 
BCE) 

• T'ang, first king of Shang 
dynasty in China (1766 
BCE) 

• pictograph writing in China 
(c. 1600 BCE) 

• rice cultivated in Korea (c. 
1500 BCE) 

• war chariot introduced to 
China (c. 1350 BCE) 

• King Wu overthrows the 
Shang dynasty and begins 
the Chou dynasty (c. 1122 - 
256 BCE) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
7000 BCE 
• farming begins in Europe (c. 

6500 BCE) 
 
6000 BCE 
• first settlements on Crete (c. 

6000 BCE) 
 
5000 BCE 
• copper working begins in the 

Balkans in Europe (c. 4500 
BCE) 

• first megalithic tombs built 
in Europe (c. 4300 BCE) 

 
4000 BCE 
• Bronze Age begins on Crete 

(c. 3400 BCE) 
• Early Minoan Period (c. 

3400 BCE - 2100 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
3000 BCE 
• fortress at Mycenae 

inhabited (c. 3000 BCE) 
• bronze working in central 

Europe (c. 2500 BCE) 
• Middle Minoan Period (c. 

2100 BCE - 1580 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2000 BCE 
• early Greek speaking people 

settle the Peloponnese (c. 
2000 BCE) 

• early Minoan palaces erected 
at Knossos, Phaistos and 
Mallia (c. 2000 BCE) 

• early Mycenaeans arrive on 
the Greek mainland (c. 1900 
BCE) 

• Mycenaean civilization rises 
(c. 1650 BCE) 

• Late Minoan Period (c. 1580 
BCE - 1250 BCE) 

• Mycenaean influence 
reaches Crete (c. 1450 BCE) 

• final destruction of Minoan 
palaces at Crete (c. 1450 
BCE) 

• Lion Gate of Mycenae built 
(c. 1350 BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5000 BCE 
• colonization of the 

Caribbean islands (c. 5000 
BCE) 

• cultivation of maize in 
Mexico (c. 4500 BCE) 

 
4000 BCE 
• fist temple-pyramids in the 

Americas (c. 4000 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3000 BCE 
• cotton cultivated in Peru and 

Indus valley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2000 BCE 
• earliest known settlement in 

Mexico at Chiapa de Carzo 
• rise of the Olmec civilization 

(c. 1200 BCE) 
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1469 BCE) 
• Amenhotep IV (Akhenaton, 

1367 BCE - 1350 BCE) 
institutes monotheism in 
Egypt 

• Egyptian capital moved to El 
Amarna (c. 1363 BCE) 

• reign of Tutankhamon in 
Egypt (c. 1350 - 1341 BCE) 

• Moses leads the Israelites out 
of Egypt (c. 1280 BCE) 

• peace treaty between Egypt 
and the Hittites (c. 1269 
BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
900 BCE 
• Phoenician city of Carthage 

founded (878 BCE) 
 
800 BCE 
• Kushites occupt Egypt (c. 

750 BCE) 
• iron working in Egypt (c. 

750 BCE) 
• Egypt reunited under Nubian 

rule (712 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Empire (1363 BCE) 
• Moses leads the Israelites out 

of Egypt (c. 1280 BCE) 
• Assyrians sack Babylon (c. 

1240 BCE) 
• Gilgamesh Epic (c. 1200 

BCE) 
• kingdom of Phrygia founded 

(c. 1200 BCE) 
• Troy destroyed in a ten year 

war between the Trojans 
and Greeks (c. 1184 BCE) 

• Nebuchadnezzar I, king of 
Babylonia (c. 1125 BCE - 
1104 BCE) 

• Saul becomes the first king 
of Israel (1020 BCE - 1000 
BCE) 

 
1000 BCE 
• Phoenicia founded (c. 1000 

BCE) 
• Phoenician alphabet 

developed (c. 1000 BCE) 
• David is the king of Judah 

and Israel (1000 BCE - 960 
B.C) 

• David, king of Israel, 
captures Jerusalem and 
makes it the capital of Israel 
(c. 1000 BCE) 

• King Hiram I rules Tyre 
(969-936 BCE) 

• Solomon becomes the king 
of Israel and builds Yahweh 
Temple (960 BCE - 925 
BCE) 

• Hebrew alphabet develops 
 
900 BCE 
• Omri rules Israel (876 BCE) 
 
 
800 BCE 
• Assyrian incursions of 

Phoenicia begin (774 BCE) 
• Amos, the first Hebrew 

prophet (c. 750 BCE) 
• Assyria invades Phoenicia 

(738 BCE) 
• Tyre falls to Tiglath-Pileser 

III of Assyria (734 BCE) 
• King Midas rules over 

Phrygia (c. 725-675 BCE) 
• Chaldaeans enter Babylonia 

and compete for the 
Babylonian throne (c. 721 - 
703 BCE) 

• Samaria, the capital of Israel, 
captured by Sargon II of 
Assyria (721 BCE) 

• Sargon II of Assyria deports 
28,000 Israelites who 
become the "Ten Lost 
Tribes of Israel" (721 BCE) 

• Hezekiah, king of Judah 
(715-687 BCE) 

• Phrygia becomes a tributary 
to Assyria (709 BCE) 

 
• Assyria attacks Jerusalem 

(701 BCE) 
• Assyrians invade and 

conquer most of Phoenicia 
(701 BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1000 BCE 
• Kingdoms of Media and 

Parsa (Persia) founded by 
migrating Aryans (c. 1000 
BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
800 BCE 
• Chou capital moved from 

Hao to Luoyang due to 
barbarian incursions (770 
BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Greeks living in tribal 
communities (c. 1200 BCE) 

• Agamemnon, king of 
Mycenae (c. 1200 BCE) 

• Troy destroyed after a ten 
year war between the 
Trojans and Greeks (c. 1184 
BCE) 

• Mycenaean culture 
succumbs to Greek 
expansion (c. 1100 BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1000 BCE 
• Ionians settle on the west 

coast of Asia Minor (c. 1000 
BCE) 

• iron in use in Greece (c. 
1000 BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
900 BCE 
• first Greek city-states (c. 900 

BCE) 
 
800 BCE 
• Iliad and Odyssey written by 

Homer (c. 800 BCE) 
• Etruscan civilization in Italy 

(c. 800 BCE) 
• Greek alphabet first used (c. 

800 BCE) 
• Phoenicians settle in Cyprus 
• Greeks settle on the Spanish 

coast and in southern Italy 
• first recorded Olympic 

Games (776 BCE) 
• founding of Rome by 

Romulus and Remus (753 
BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1000 BCE 
• Mayans settle in the Yucatan 

Peninsula (c. 1000 BCE) 
• Olmec civilization in North 

America (c. 950 BCE) 
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700 BCE 
• Assyrian rule in Egypt (671 - 

651 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
600 BCE 
• Egypt conquered by the 

Persians (525 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
500 BCE 
Ironwork flourishes in Mero� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
700 BCE 
• Cimmerians invade Phrygia 

(c. 695 BCE) 
• Gyges founds the Mermnad 

dynasty in Lydia (c. 685 
BCE) 

• Assyrians destroy Babylon, 
Memphis, and Thebes 

• first recorded 
circumnavigation of Africa 
by Phoenicians (c. 672 
BCE) 

• Babylonians rebel against 
their Assyrian rulers (652 - 
648 BCE) 

• Cimmerian invaders driven 
from Lydia by Ardys (c. 651 
BCE) 

• coinage invented in Lydia 
(650 BCE) 

• Chaldaean king, 
Nabopolassar, secures 
Babylonian throne (625 - 
605 BCE) 

• Babylonia and the Medes 
conquer Assyria (612 BCE) 

• Alyattes rules Lydia (605-
560 BCE) 

 
600 BCE 
• Nebuchadnezzar II of 

Babylonia captures 
Jerusalem (587 BCE) 

• exile of the Jews to Babylon 
(586 BCE) 

• Nebuchadnezzar II burns 
Jerusalem (581 BCE) 

• first books of the Old 
Testament written 

• Nebuchadnezzar II builds the 
Hanging Gardens 

• Cyrus the Great of Persia 
conquers Babylonia 
absorbing Babylon into the 
Persian empire (539 BCE) 

• Cyrus the Great of Persia 
frees the captive Jews from 
Babylonia (539 BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
700 BCE 
• Achaemenes, first king of 

Parsa (c. 700 BCE) 
• birth of Zoroaster, founder of 

Persian religion (630 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
600 BCE 
• earliest known use of iron in 

China (c. 600 BCE) 
• birth of Prince Siddhartha 

Gautama who later takes the 
name, Buddha (c. 563 BCE) 

• Cyrus the Great of Parsa 
rebels against the Medes 
and founds the Persian 
empire (559 BCE) 

• birth of Confucius (551 
BCE) 

• Lao-tse founds Taoism in 
China (550 BCE) 

• Cyrus the Great of Persia 
frees the captive Jews from 
Babylonia (539 BCE) 

• Darius I quells a rebellion in 
Persia and becomes king 
(522 BCE) 

• birth of Xerxes, future king 
of Persia (519 BCE) 

 
500 BCE 
• Sun Tzu writes The Art of 

War (c. 500 BCE) 
• Persian Wars (490 BCE - 

449 BCE) 
• Darius I defeated by the 

Greeks at Marathon (490 
BCE) 

• Warring States period begins 
in China (480 BCE - 221 
BCE) 

• Persians suffer defeat by the 
Greeks at Plataea and 
Mycale; Persian expansion 
halted (479 BCE) 

• Egypt overthrows Persian 
rule (405 BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
700 BCE 
• town of Byzantium founded 

by the Greek sailor, Byzas 
(c. 700 BCE) 

• Macedon founded (c. 640 
BCE) 

• Etruscan influence reaches 
Rome (c. 625 BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
600 BCE 
• Etruscan kings rule over 

Rome (c. 600 BCE) 
• last Greek monarchies at 

Argos, Sparta, and Thera (c. 
600 BCE) 

• birth of Pythagoras, Greek 
philosopher and 
mathematician (c. 582 BCE) 

• republic established at Rome 
as Etruscan rule ends (509 
BCE) 

• democracy in Athens (509 
BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
500 BCE 
• Celts settle from Italy to 

Ireland (c. 500 BCE - 100 
BCE) 

• Pericles of Athens is born 
(500 BCE) 

• Darius I defeated by the 
Greeks at Marathon (490 
BCE) 

• Persia, led by Xerxes, 
unsuccessfully invades 
Greece (480 BCE) 

• Persians suffer defeat by the 
Greeks at Plataea and 
Mycale; Persian expansion 
halted (479 BCE) 

• birth of Socrates (470 BCE) 
• Age of Pericles begins (460 

BCE) 
• First Pelopennesian war 

between Athens and Sparta 
(457 BCE - 445 BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
500 BCE 
• Mayan civilization flourishes 

in Mexico (c. 470 BCE) 
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400 BCE 
• Alexander the Great 

conquers Egypt (332 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
300 BCE 
• Lighthouse at Alexandria 

built (297 BCE) 
• First Punic War (264 BCE - 

241 BCE) 
• birth of Hannibal (246 BCE) 
• Egyptians introduce the 

concept of the leap year 
(239 BCE) 

• Second Punic War (218 BCE 
- 202 BCE) 

 
 
 
200 BCE 
• Rosetta Stone (200 BCE) 
• Third Punic War (149 BCE - 

146 BCE) 
• Carthage destroyed (146 

BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
100 BCE 
• introduction of the camel to 

the Sahara (c. 100 BCE) 
• Cleopatra becomes ruler of 

Egypt (48 BCE) 
• Egypt becomes a Roman 

province (31 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
400 BCE 
• Persia is conquered by 

Alexander the Great (334 
BCE) 

• Israel comes under the rule 
of Alexander the Great (333 
BCE) 

• Tyre falls to Alexander the 
Great (332 BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
200 BCE 
• Judas Maccabaeus defeats 

the Syrians and frees 
Jerusalem (164 BCE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
100 BCE 
• Pompey of Rome captures 

Jerusalem and places Judah 
under Roman rule (63 BCE) 

• Herod the Great rules Israel 
as a Roman vassal (34-4 
BCE) 

• birth of Jesus Christ (4 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
400 BCE 
• crossbow invented in China 

(c. 350 BCE) 
• revolt of Jews against 

Artaxerxes III in Persia (350 
BCE) 

• Alexander the Great defeats 
Darius III of Persia at Issus 
(333 BCE) 

• remants of the Persian 
Empire fall to Alexander the 
Great (332 BCE) 

 
 
 
300 BCE 
• rice farming begins in Japan 

(c. 300 BCE) 
• Ch'in dynasty in China 

begins with Shih Huang Ti; 
founding of China (221 
BCE) 

• the Great Wall of China is 
built (215 BCE) 

• civil war in China results in 
the overthrow of the Ch'in 
dynasty (209 - 202 BCE) 

• Former Han dynasty in 
China (207 BCE - 9 CE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 CE 
• Hsin dynasty in China (9 - 

23 CE) 
• Later Han dynasty in China 

(22 CE) 

• Laws of the Twelve Tables 
codified in Rome (451 
BCE) 

• Second Peloponnesian War 
between Athens and Sparta 
(431 BCE - 404 BCE) 

• plague in Athens (430 BCE - 
423 BCE) 

• birth of Plato (427 BCE) 
• Thucydides is exiled from 

Athens (424 BCE) 
• Plato becomes the pupil of 

Socrates (407 BCE - 399 
BCE) 

• Athens surrenders to Sparta 
to end the Peloponnesian 
War (404 BCE) 

 
400 BCE 
• Etruscan civilization in 

decline (396 BCE) 
• Rome begins conquest of 

Italy (396 BCE) 
• Gauls sack Rome (390 BCE) 
• birth of Aristotle (384 BCE) 
• birth of Alexander the Great 

(356 BCE) 
• Rome signs treaty with 

Carthage (348 BCE) 
• first Roman coins (338 BCE) 
• 323 BCE Hellenic Age 

begins 
 
300 BCE 
• birth of Archimedes, Greek 

mathematician (287 BCE) 
• Colossus of Rhodes 

completed (c. 275 BCE) 
• First Punic War between 

Rome and Carthage(264 
BCE - 241 BCE) 

• first public gladiator combat 
in Rome (264 BCE) 

• Second Punic War between 
Rome and Carthage (218 
BCE - 202 BCE) 

 
200 BCE 
• last Etruscan cities fall to 

Roman expansion (c. 200 
BCE) 

• first known paved streets 
appear in Rome (170 BCE) 

• first water clock in Rome (c. 
159 BCE) 

• Third Punic War between 
Rome and Carthage (149 
BCE - 146 BCE) 

• Greece falls under Roman 
control (147 BCE) 

 
100 BCE 
• birth of Julius Caesar (100 

BCE) 
• civil war in Rome (90 BCE) 
• revolt of slaves and 

gladiators led by Spartacus 
(71 BCE) 

• birth of Virgil (70 BCE) 
• birth of Gaius Octavius 

(Augustus) future Roman 
Emperor (63 BCE) 

• Caesar murdered (44 BCE) 
• Herod the Great rules Israel 

as a Roman vassal (34-4 

 
• 400s BCE Olmec civilization 

declines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
300 BCE 
• Moche civilization in North 

Peru (c. 300 BCE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
200 BCE 
• Nazca culture in Peru (c. 200 

BCE) 
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100 CE 
• Axum (Ethiopia) founded (c. 

100 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
300 CE 
• King Ezana of Axum 

converts to Chrisianity (c. 
350 CE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
400 CE 
• Vandal kingdom rises in 

north Africa (c. 429 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
500 CE 
• Belisarius, Byzantine 

general, captures Carthage 
(534 CE) 

• Nubia converted to 
Christianity (c. 540 CE) 

• Buddhism introduced in 
Japan (500s CE) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 CE 
• crucifixion of Jesus Christ 

(30 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 135 CE Jewish Diaspora 

begins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
300 CE 
• Constantinople becomes the 

capital of the Roman 
Empire (331 CE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
500 CE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Kushan empire founded (25 
CE) 

• Funan empire (50 CE) 
• Silk Road from China to 

Rome opened (74 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
100 CE 
• Buddhism reaches China (c. 

100 CE) 
• Paper invented in China 
 
 
200 CE 
• last Han emperor deposed in 

China (220 CE) 
• China divides into three 

kingdoms (220 CE) 
• compass invented in China 

(271 CE) 
 
300 CE 
• first states in Japan (c. 300 

CE) 
• Gupta kingdom founded 

under the rule of 
Candaragupta I (320 CE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
400 CE 
• the works of Ramayana and 

Mahabharata are completed 
(c. 400 CE) 

• first records of Japanese 
history (400 CE) 

• Attila the Hun bribed into 
sparing Constantinople from 
attack (447 CE) 

• Aryabhalta calculates Pi (499 
CE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
500 CE 
• the decline of the Gupta 

kingdom (c. 500 CE) 
• war between Byzantium and 

Persia (539-562 CE) 
• chess develops in India (550 

CE) 
• Tibetan kingdom founded (c. 

570 CE) 
• war between Byzantium and 

Persia (572-591 CE) 

BCE) 
• Gaius Julius Octavianus 

(Augustus) defeats Mark 
Antony and Cleopatra at 
Actium (31 BCE) 

• construction of the Pantheon 
begins (30 BCE) 

• Augustus becomes the first 
Emperor of the Roman 
Empire (27 BCE) 

 
1 CE 
• Rome invades the British 

Isles (30 CE) 
• London founded (43 CE) 
• Silk Road from China to 

Rome opened (74 CE) 
 
100 CE 
• Marcus Aurelius becomes 

emperor of Rome (161 CE) 
• great plague in the Roman 

Empire (164 CE) 
 
200 CE 
• Goths sack Athens, Sparta, 

and Corinth (268 CE) 
• Diocletian divides the 

Roman Empire into eastern 
and western halves (286 
CE) 

 
300 CE 
• Constantine the Great 

becomes emperor of Rome 
and reunites the empire (306 
CE) 

• Constantine the Great 
accepts Christianity (313 
CE) 

• Constantinople becomes the 
capital of the Roman empire 
(330 CE) 

• Huns arrive in Europe (372 
CE) 

 
400 CE 
• Christianity reaches Ireland 

(c. 400 CE) 
• Angles and Saxons settle in 

England (407 CE) 
• Visigoths sack Rome (410 

CE) 
• Attila the Hun bribed into 

sparing Constantinople from 
attack (447 CE) 

• Venice founded (452 CE) 
• Vandals sack Rome (455 

CE) 
• Odoacer conquers Italy 

effectively bringing the 
Roman Empire to and end 
(476 CE) 

 
500 CE 
• Franks convert to 

Christianity (c. 500 CE) 
• Justinian I becomes Emperor 

of Byzantium (527 CE) 
• Belisarius, Byzantine 

general, conquers the 
Vandal kingdom (533 CE) 

• Hagia Sophia, the Church of 
Holy Wisdom, completed 
by Emperor Justinian of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
100 CE 
• Pyramid of the Sun built at 

Teotihuacan (c. 150 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
300 CE 
• Mayan civilization begins 
• foundation of the Tiahuanaco 

empire in Peru (c. 375 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
500 CE 
• foundation of the Huari 

empire in Peru (c. 500 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 500s CE Height of Mayan 

civilization 
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600 CE 
• founding of Cairo (641 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
700 CE 
• Berbers in north Africa 

convert to Islam (702 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
800 CE 
 
• 800s CE Ghana controls 

gold-salt trade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1000 CE 
• East African trading 

kingdoms prosper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
600 CE 
• Muhammad founds Islam 

(622 CE) 
• Arab invasion into Byzantine 

territory begins (c. 630 CE) 
• Arabs conquer Syria (636 

CE) 
• Arabs conquer Palestine (638 

CE) 
• Arabs conquer Persia and 

Egypt (641 CE) 
• Muslim invasions end the 

Sassanian empire (642 CE) 
• Arab attacks on 

Constantinople repulsed 
(674-678 CE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
900 CE 
• Byzantium captures Crete 

from the Arabs (961 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1000 CE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 1187 CE Jerusalem falls to 

the Muslims 

• China reunited under the Sui 
dynasty by Yang Jian (589 
CE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
600 CE 
• Tang dynasty in China 

begins under Li Yuan (618 
CE) 

• rise of feudal nobility in 
Japan (636 CE) 

• forebearer of the Korean 
civilization flourishes (668 
CE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
700 CE 
• first printed newspaper 

appears in Peking (748 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
800 CE 
• earliest use of gunpowder (c. 

850 CE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
900 CE 
• collapse of the Tang dynasty 

in China (907 CE) 
• Five Dynasties and Ten 

Kingdoms period in China 
(907 - 960 CE) 

• Founding of Song Dynasty 
(960 CE) 

 
1000 CE 
• Mongol attacks on China 

begin (1211 CE) 
 
 
1050 CE Rise of the sect of 

Zen, emphasizing 
meditation, and intense self-
discipline (in Asia) 

 
 

Byzantium (537 CE) 
• Belisarius, Byzantium 

general, recaptures Rome 
(539 CE) 

• war between Byzantium and 
Persia (539-562 CE) 

• Justinian conquers southern 
Spain (554 CE) 

• war between Byzantium and 
Persia (572-591 CE) 

 
600 CE 
• emergence of Viking 

Sweden (c. 600 CE) 
• Arab invasion into 

Byzantium territory begins 
(c. 630 CE) 

• Arabs conquer Syria (636 
CE) 

• Arabs conquer Palestine (638 
CE) 

• Arabs conquer Persia and 
Egypt (641 CE) 

• Arab attacks on 
Constantinople repulsed 
(674-678 CE) 

 
700 CE 
• Charles Martel becomes the 

mayor of the Frankish court 
(715 CE) 

• birth of Charlemagne (742 
CE) 

• Charlemagne becomes the 
sole ruler of the Frankish 
kingdom (771 CE) 

• first Viking raids on the east 
coast of England (793-795 
CE) 

 
800 CE 
• Charlemagne crowned first 

Holy Roman Emperor by 
Pope Leo III (800 CE) 

• Vikings control Ireland (802 
CE) 

• Viking raids into Frisia begin 
(810 CE) 

• Norwegian Vikings reach 
Iceland (825 CE) 

• crossbow in use in France 
(851 CE) 

• Kiev becomes the capital of 
the Rus state (882 CE) 

 
900 CE 
• Oleg the Wise, the Swedish 

ruler of Kiev, bribed into 
not attacking Constantinople 
(907 CE) 

• discovery of Vinland by Leif 
Erikson (c. 992 CE) 

 
 
1000 CE 
• Iceland and Norway 

Christianized (1000-1028 
CE) 

• Byzantine rule in lower Italy 
halted by the Normans 
(1059 CE) 

• 1066 CE William, Duke of 
Normandy is victorious at 
the battle of Hastings 

• Seljuk Turks defeat the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
900 CE 
• Mayan civilization declines 

(c. 900 CE) 
• Toltec civilization in Mexico 

(c. 900 CE) 
• Norse reach Greenland and 

North America (986 CE) 
 
 
1000 CE 
• construction of the temple-

mounds in North America 
(c.  
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• 1235 CE Sundiata founds 

Mali empire in West Africa 
 
• 1250 CE Height of Mali 
 
 
• 1348 Egypt devastated by 

Black Plague 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 1460s – Sonni Ali founds 

Songhai 
 
 
 
1500 CE 
• Zulus migrate to southern 

Africa (1500s) 
 
 
• Atlantic slave trade begins 

(1500s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 1299 CE Turkish Ottoman 

Empire founded 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Mehmet II, an Ottoman 

sultan, attacks 
Constantinople marking the 
end of Byzantium (1453 
CE) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1200 CE 
• Japan is invaded by Mongols 

twice. Each time the 
Mongols are held back by 
strong typhoons.  

3-field crop rotation, windmill 
• 1221 CE Mongols invade 

northern India and remain 
dominant power there until 
1500 

• 1222 CE Mongols invade 
and destroy much of Persia 

• 1223 CE Genghis Khan 
invades Russia and destroys 
much of it 

 
• 1279 - 1368 CE Yuan 

Dynasty in China 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 1368 - 1644 Ming Dynasty 

rules in China 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1500 CE 
• 1500 Ivan the Great rules in 

Russia, he rids Russia of 
Mongol control 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 1520 - 1566 Height of 

Ottoman Empire under 
Suleiman I 

• 1526 - 1700 Mughal empire 
in India comprises most of 
modern-day India 

• Akbar reigns in India (1555) 
• 1533 Ivan the Terrible rules 

in Russia, begins conquest 
of Siberia 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Byzantines (1071 CE) 
• 1095 - 1291 The 7 Crusades 

take place 
• 1137 CE Eleanor of 

Aquitane becomes queen of 
France 

•1215 CE Magna Carta signed 
• 1233 CE Spanish Inquisition 

begins 
• Mehmet II, an Ottoman 

sultan, attacks 
Constantinople marking the 
end of Byzantium (1453 
CE) 

• extinction of the Norse 
colony in Greenland (c. 
1500 CE)  

• 1260 CE Foundation of the 
Medici family in Italy, 
banking and political family 
that ruled Florence 

 
• 1325 Italian Rennaisance 

begins 
• 1337 - 1453 100-year war 

between France and 
England 

• 1346 Cannon becomes used 
widely 

• 1347 - 1351 Black plague 
kills 25 million people in 
Europe 

• 1350 First gunpowder used 
as a projectile by a German 
monk 

• 1431 Joan of Arc is executed 
in England 

• 1450 Florence becomes 
center of Renaissance 

   Johannes Gutenberg invents 
movable type (printing 
press) 

• 1453 Constantinople 
becomes Istanbul 

   End of the Byzantine Empire 
• 1473 Birth of Copernicus – 

heliocentric universe 
 
1500 CE 
• Beginning of long, economic 

expansion in Europe, thanks 
to the Spanish colonies in 
South America (silver) 

• 1509 John Calvin is born 
• 1513 Macchiavelli writes 

"The Prince" 
• 1517 Reformation in 

Germany by Martin Luther 
• 1519 Ferdinand Magellan 

attempts voyage around the 
world 

• 1527 End of Italian 
Renaissance 

• 1545 Council of Trent, in 
Europe, Catholic Church's 
response to Protestantism, 
reform of the Church 

• 1550 First nation states come 
into existence 

• 1560 Medici family stops 
ruling Florence 

• 1572 Massacre of St. 
Bartholomew day 

• 1588 Height of Spanish 
Empire 

 
 
 
 
 
1200 CE 
• extinction of the Norse 

colony in Greenland (c. 
1500 CE) 

 
• 1200s CE  Aztec civilization 

emerges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 1300 - 1600 CE  Height of 

Aztec Empire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 1438 Founding of Inca 

civilization 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 1492 Columbus reaches 

Carribean 
 
1500 CE 
• Incan empire thrived 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 1521 Spanish conquer 

Aztecs 
 
• 1533 Spain conquers Incas in 

Peru 
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1600 CE 
• 1600 China is the largest, 

most sophisticated empire 
on earth 

• 1603 Tokugawa Shogunate 
begins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• 1644 - 1911 Manchu Qing 

Dynasty in China 
 

 
1600 CE 
• 1600 English East India 

Company founded 
• 1600   Economic expansion 

in Europe halts, and brings 
in era of economic 
depression and uncertainty 

• 1612 Basilica of St. Peters is 
completed in Rome 

• 1613 Romanov dynasty 
begins in Russia 

• 1618 - 1648 Thirty years war 
between Catholics and 
Protestants 

• 1630 Scientific inquiries 
become rational and adopt 
Platonism over 
Aristotelianism 

• 1638 Birth of Louis XIV 
• 1648 Peace of Westphalia 
• 1665 Isaac Newton invents 

Calculus 
• 1679 Introduction of the 

Habeus Corpus Act in 
England 

• 1682 - 1725 Peter the Great 
rules in Russia, remodels 
the military.  
WESTERNIZATION 

• 1762 - 1796 Catherine the 
Great rules in Russia, 
spreads serfdom and 
modernizes the country 

• 1700 - 1800 Age of 
Enlightenment  

• 1765 Steam engine is 
invented 

 

 
1600 CE 
• 1607 First permanent British 

settlement in North 
America, at Jamestown, 
Virginia 
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