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Are you ready 
to propose? 

 
Congratulations! Marriage is one of life's rites of 
passage and proposing is the first step to the 
alter. Studies show that over 80% of women are 
disappointed with their proposal story. 
SwaLaRue Events is on a mission to decrease 
that number by helping clients create 
personalized, memorable proposals for their 
betrothed.  
 
Before you get down on bended knee, check out 
10 Things You Must Do Before You Propose, 
created by SwaLaRue Events, and avoid 
common proposal planning mistakes. After you 
read these tips, we invite you to send us an email 
and share which tips benefited you the most.  
 
SwaLaRue Events, creating customized unique experiences! 
*Although the thoughts shared in this e-book refer to men proposing to women, it is for 
conversational purposes. SwaLaRue Events services all clients and does not discriminate 
based on gender, race , religion or sexual orientation. 



	  

	  

1. Sing the 
same tune 

I can't think of any woman who would not be 
excited about being proposed to but, you want to 
make sure you and your girlfriend are on the 
same page about where you are in your 
relationship before you pop the question. Yes, she 
should be surprised, but you want to build some 
anticipation as well. Have a conversation about 
your future. Is she as ready for marriage as you 
are? Does she seem excited at the thought of 
getting married right now? Are you on the same 
timeline for when you should settle down? Make 
sure you and your significant other are both 
excited about the idea of getting married before 
you shock her with a marriage proposal. You 
don't want her to say, "I'll think about it”, you 
want her to say “YES!” 
 
 

 



	  

	  

 

2. Talk to her 
family 

    You may not be one for tradition, but 
speaking to her family about your desire to pop 
the question is a great way to establish rapport. 
Let them know how much their daughter means 
to you and that you can see yourself spending 
the rest of your life with her. This will help you 
keep the lines of communication open with the 
grandparents of your future children. Her family 
isn't going anywhere, so it's best to make the 
effort to make them feel like they are gaining a 
son, rather than losing a 
daughter.  Communicating with them will help 
you gain their support, respect and 
encouragement as you take this next step. If your 
girlfriend's family IS big on tradition, make sure 
you know this before hand so that you not only 
speak to them about your plans but ask for their 
blessing.  



	  

	  

 

3. Have a Plan 
The reason why the percentage of women 
disappointed with their proposal is so high is 
because their husbands popped the question, but 
didn't really plan out how they would ask. It is 
not enough to buy a ring and ask someone to 
marry you. This is your future wife we are 
talking about here! Take the time to plan out 
something special that she will remember for 
years to come and enjoy talking about over and 
over again throughout your engagement period. 
Why? Because the entire time you are engaged, 
everywhere she goes, she will be asked...'How 
did he propose?' To plan a special proposal 
doesn't mean it has to cost an arm and a leg, it 
just means that you have to put some thought 
into the scenery, date, time, location, how you 
will get there, what you will wear, what she will 
wear, what special touches you would like to 
add, and the timeline of events...a Plan!  
 
 



	  

	  

4. Have a 
Budget 

As I mentioned before, a proposal does not have 
to cost an arm and a leg. Having said that, you 
need to have an idea of how much you would 
like to spend on your proposal and stick to it. 
After you propose, there will be even greater 
expenses to prepare for—most importantly, the 
wedding and honeymoon. Once you identify 
what vendors or special items you want to 
include for your proposal, you will be able to 
determine how much it should cost you to pull it 
off. You can scale back how much you spend on 
the proposal by identifying which aspects of your 
proposal are most important. For example, 
maybe you want a videographer and 
photographer to cover the occasion, but your 
budget only allows for one or the other. Which 
would your future fiancée rather have, pictures 
or a replay? 



	  

	  

5. Make it 
Personal 

Here at SwaLaRue Events, we plan 
customized unique experiences because we 
believe in creating an experience for our 
clients by incorporating their love story and 
personality into every detail. When panning 
your proposal, make sure you incorporate 
the things that she likes to do, her favorite 
places to go, your first date, the site of your 
first kiss, the first time she said "I love 
you".....you get the idea. The more 
personalized, the more she will cherish the 
experience and connect with the thought 
you put into planning this special occasion.  
 
 
 
 
 



	  

	  

6.  Consider what 
she likes 

 
To make your marriage proposal special, you 
will need to think about what your girlfriend 
likes. What is her idea of romance? What 
activities does she like? What could you 
incorporate to make her feel like she is the 
luckiest girl in the world? Take yourself out 
of the picture for a moment and think of 
things that make her feel special.  

 
 



	  

	  

7. Consider 
what she 

doesn't like 
If your girlfriend would prefer a romantic 
dinner at home over a huge surprise outing 
with family and friends, you must keep this 
in mind when preparing your proposal 
plans. Give her a proposal she will love, 
rather than a proposal based on what you've 
read about others doing. If your girlfriend is 
not a fan of the arts, don't pick a museum 
for your proposal venue. Stay away from 
ideas that would turn her off.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

	  

8. Get some 
help 

While you may want to handle 
everything on your own and make it a 
surprise for not only your girlfriend, but her 
family and friends as well, don't try to 
execute your proposal all by yourself. Even if 
you just ran your ideas for your proposal by a 
professional, or had assistance setting up the 
decorations  so that when you arrive 
everything is set up already, get some help. 
You don't want to run the risk of being so 
nervous that you forget the ring because you 
were busy making sure all of the logistics ran 
smoothly!  
 
This is where I come in as a professional 
proposal planner. I can either assist you with 
coming up with the perfect proposal or help 
you set up on the day of, or both! 



	  

	  

9. Save the 
Sporting Events 
for Date Night 

I am sure you have heard this story before. A 
man gets down on one knee at half court 
during half time at a basketball game; or 
maybe he presents a ring on the pitchers 
mound just before a baseball game to 
propose. Will she say yes? Of course (as long 
as you are singing the same tune), will it get 
you bonus points for proposing in front of a 
crowd? Most likely. But unless she is a die 
heart hockey fan, save the rink for a date 
night. Instead propose at a venue that melts 
her heart because of your originality and 
willingness to think outside of the box and 
cater to her personality.  
 
 
 



	  

	  

10. Have a 
back- up plan 

Ever heard of Murphy's Law? What can go 
wrong, will go wrong. Be prepared and have 
a back up plan. You will likely be on edge 
for this occasion so to save you time 
thinking of something new at the last 
minute if your pans fall through, always have 
a Plan B! If your proposal is really elaborate 
and involves a lot of role players (i.e. flash 
mob, violinist, etc.), you will want a Plan B 
and Plan C! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  

	  

Want More? 
 
For more tips on proposal planning and preparing for 

your pending nuptials, 
go to our website at  
www.swalarueevents.com 
where you can find 
out Why You Need a 
Proposal Planner.  
 
If you would like 
assistance planning 
your personalized 
proposal let us know 
how we can help! 
Send an email or call 
us! And don't forget 
to Like us on 

Facebook! 
 
View our services  
Email us: sle@swalarueevents.com 
Call us: (800) 349-4155 


