
APA: Formatting Rules, Informational Sites, 

& Example Reference List 

The following sections offer 

 formatting rules for a Reference List page, 

 URLs for web sites with more information about APA documentation, and 

 an example APA reference list using entries from the "APA Citation Rules & Examples" page 

by Tarleton Libraries. 

 

 

APA REFERENCE LIST FORMATTING RULES 

An APA reference list is formatted as follows: 

 Sources used in preparing your paper must appear in the reference list, and all entries in the 

reference list must be cited in your paper.  Make sure the entries match. 
o Note: APA rules exclude some source types from reference lists.  For example, communications like personal 

interviews and letters do not provide recoverable data.  Therefore, they would be cited in a paper, but excluded 

from the reference list.  Check the APA manual for additional information. 

See the APA handbook for rules about listing works you read, but did not use. 

 Put the reference list at the end of the paper. 

 Start the reference list on its own page. 

 Put the page number in the upper right-hand corner, at least one inch from the right-hand edge 

of the paper and between the top edge of the paper and the first line of text.   

 Title the page References (or Reference if there is only one entry). 

 Do not underline or italicize the title.  Do not put it in quotation marks. 

 Center the title on the top margin (usually an inch from the top of the page). 

 Double space the entries. 

 Begin the first line of each entry at the left margin.  Indent subsequent lines five spaces or  

1/2 inch.  This is called a hanging indent in most word processing programs. 

 List entries alphabetically based on the first letter of the first element. (e.g. by the first author's 

last name or by the first word in a title -- ignoring any initial A, An, and The) 

 Consult the APA handbook (at the Reference/Information Desk) for additional citation rules, as 

well as detailed rules for punctuation, abbreviations, and capitalization.  The APA Research 

Style Crib Sheet by Dr. Abel Scribe offers a synopsis of these rules. 

 

SITES WITH ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Additional information about documentation styles is available from the following web sites: 

~ American Psychological Association: http://apastyle.apa.org/ 

~ APA Citations: Rules & Examples: from Tarleton Libraries at Tarleton State University 

http://www.tarleton.edu/~library/userhelp/document_apa_lh.html 

~ APA Writer's Handbook: from The Writing Center, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPA.html 

~ Assembling a List of Works Cited in Your Paper: from Duke University Libraries 

http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/ 

~ Citing Your Sources: Print & Electronic Style Guides: from A. Frank Smith, Jr., University 

Library Center at Southwestern University, Georgetown TX 

http://www.southwestern.edu/library/research-support/citing-sources.html 

http://www.docstyles.com/archive/apacrib.pdf
http://www.docstyles.com/archive/apacrib.pdf
http://www.docstyles.com/archive/apacrib.pdf


EXAMPLE APA REFERENCE LIST 

The following example reference list uses proper APA format.  The entries come from examples used 

on the Tarleton Libraries’ APA Citations: Rules & Examples page. 
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