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Answers on page 44

1  Pre-reading 
think of three places where 
you can propose marriage. 
then, think of three unusual 
ways of making the proposal. 

2  Reading I  
read the article once. Were 
any of your ideas similar to the 
ones you thought of for the  
Pre-reading task?     

3  Reading II 
read the article again. then, 
answer the questions. 
1. How did mike say that 

Caroline made him  
feel? 

2.  What song did the 
guitarist sing? 

3.  Where was arvin when 
he made his proposal? 

4.  Which passengers 
couldn’t hear alex’s 
answer? 

5.  Who was singing the 
Beatles’ song “all you 
Need is Love”? 

6.  Who tried to comfort 
the man who proposed 
during a basketball 
game?

what’s the best 
place you can 
think of to propose 

to someone? a gourmet 
restaurant? a moonlit park? 
a white, sandy beach? Here 
are four unusual marriage 
proposals.  

marriage proposal I   
location: a food court in a 
busy shopping mall 
method: mike gets down 
on his knees to propose to 
the love of his life, caroline. 
explaining that this is the 
exact same spot where they 
met a year earlier, he tells her 
that she makes him “dizzy 
with love.” a guitarist then 
appears who starts singing 
the song “sweet caroline”. 
Just to make things even 
more awkward, an elderly 
man at a nearby table shouts, 
“say yes!”
result: fail! caroline runs 
off, leaving mike in stunned 
silence. 

marriage proposal II  
location: a Delta airlines 
flight 
method: arvin gets 
permission to make a special 
announcement during the 
flight. addressing his true 
love, alex, arvin tells the 
passengers how he thinks 
she’s the “most beautiful 
woman in the world”. He 
asks the passengers on the 
plane to help him ask her “a 
very important question”. 
only those in first class 
hear the answer, prompting 
a curious passenger from 
economy class to ask “what 
did she say?” 

result: success! luckily for 
arvin, alex agrees to marry 
him. 

marriage proposal III 
location: in front of a 
wimpy restaurant in a busy 
shopping mall
method: a flash mob starts 
singing the beatles’ song “all 
You need is love”. after a 
couple of minutes, “romeo” 
comes down the escalator 
singing “can’t take my 
eyes off You”. once down, 
romeo twirls his girlfriend 
around and makes her dance 
for another minute and a 
half. He eventually gets 
down on his knees to make 
the proposal as the flash 
mob continues singing and 
dancing around them. 
result: success! she 
accepts his hand in marriage! 

marriage proposal IV 
location: a busy stadium 
during a basketball match 
method: romeo kneels 
down in the middle of a 
basketball court in front of 
thousands of spectators 
to propose to his beloved. 
while you can’t hear what 
he’s saying, you can clearly 
see on her face that she 
isn’t incredibly excited 
about it. the basketball 
commentators can be heard 
saying “i really can’t imagine 
doing that.” on offering 
her the ring, she looks at it, 
but refuses to take it. she 
then whispers something 
to him and walks off. as 
she disappears, a team 
mascot tries to comfort the 
heartbroken man. “He’ll 

probably get over it in ten 
or twelve years or so,” the 
commentator adds. 
result: fail! in case you 
hadn’t already guessed, the 
answer was no. 

Proposing marriage in public 
certainly has its risks, but 
if it’s successful, it’ll be a 
memorable occasion. 

exams    this reading and listening activity will help prepare you for english exams such as Cae, ielts and tOeFl. 

Objective    To learn to talk about weddings and marriage in English.  

think about it When was the last time you went to a wedding? What was it like? What do you like/dislike about  
 weddings? 

Watch the basketball game 
proposal. Search YouTube: 
“marriage proposal rejected at 
basketball game”. 

viDeO

By Astrid Chater

four unusual 
marrIage ProPosals 

to propose vb  
to ask someone to marry you 
moonlit adj  
if a place is “moonlit”, there is light from 
the moon in that place 
a food court n  
an area inside a shopping centre / 
shopping mall (see entry below) with many 
restaurants 
busy adj   
with many people in it 
a shopping mall n US  
an indoor area with many shops, 
restaurants, etc. 
to get down on your knees exp  
to go onto your knees (the joint in the 
middle of your legs) 
a spot n   
a place 
dizzy adj  
if you feel “dizzy”, you feel as if you’re 
going to fall 
awkward adj   
uncomfortable 
in stunned silence exp 
if someone is “in stunned silence”; they 
can’t talk because they’re shocked 
to prompt vb  
if a “prompts” you to do/say something, a 
causes you to do/say it
a flash mob n  
a group of people who suddenly start 
singing, acting, etc. in public, often in 
order to promote something 
an escalator n  
an electrical staircase that takes you from 
one floor to another in a building 
to twirl vb  
if you “twirl” someone around, you move 
them around in circles 
a beloved n  
someone you love 
to whisper n  
to speak in a very low, soft voice 
a mascot n  
an animal or toy that is a symbol of an 
organisation, sports team, event, etc. 
to comfort vb  
if you “comfort” someone, you try to make 
them feel better 
heartbroken adj   
if someone is “heartbroken”, they’re sad – 
often because someone doesn’t love them 
to get over phr vb 
if you “get over” a bad experience, you 
manage to forget about it

glOssarY

JUST 
SAY 
YES!


