Objective To learn to talk about weddings and marriage in English.

Think about it = When was the last time you went to a wedding? What was it like? What do you like/dislike about
weddings?

READ & LISTEN | Exams This reading and listening activity will help prepare you for English exams such as CAE, |ELTS and TOEFL.
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basketball game”.

By Astrid Chater
hat’s the best Result: Success! Luckily for | probably get over it in ten
place you can Arvin, Alex agrees to marry or twelve years or so,” the
think of to propose  him. commentator adds.
to someone? A gourmet Result: Fail! In case you
restaurant? A moonlit park? Marriage proposal [ hadn’t already guessed, the
A white, sandy beach? Here Location: in front of a answer was no.
are four unusual marriage Wimpy restaurant in a busy
proposals. shopping mall Proposing marriage in public
Method: A flash mob starts  certainly has its risks, but
Marriage proposal 1 singing the Beatles’ song “All  ifit's successful, it'll be a
Location: a food courtina  You Need is Love”. After a memorable occasion. &
busy shopping mall couple of minutes, “Romeo”
Method: Mike gets down comes down the escalator
on his knees to propose to singing “Can’t Take My o propose vl
the love of his life, Caroline. Eyes Off You”. Once down, to ask someone to marry you
Answers on page 44 Explaining that this is the Romeo twirls his girlfriend ,'F':‘:,T:ze'ls “moonlit’, there is light from
exact same spot where they around and makes her dance the moon inthat place
: . . a food court
(1] Pre-readlng met a year earlier, he tells her = for another minute and a an area inside a shopping centre /
Think of three places where that she makes him “dizzy half. He eventually gets shopping mall (see entry below) with many
you can propose marriage. with love.” A guitarist then down on his knees to make busy ad) N
Then, think of three unusual appears who starts singing the proposal as the flash f:ﬂor::?nygp;‘;ﬂ'f'ff
ways of making the proposal. the song “Sweet Caroline”. mob continues singing and an indoor area it many shops,
. . restaurants, etc.
. Just to make things even dancing around them. to get down on your knees ¢y
(2 Readlng I more awkward, an elderly Result: Success! She zigglg':;’yﬁ“rﬁ:;:)es (the joint in the
Read the article once. Were man at a nearby table shouts, = accepts his hand in marriage! | | aspot:
any of your ideas similar tothe | “Say yes!” Z.Ef;ce
ones you thought of for the Result: Fail! Caroline runs Marriage proposal 0¥ IFyou feel ‘dizay”, you el as ifyou're
. . . . 0 . oing to ral
Pre-reading task? off, leaving Mike in stunned Location: a busy stadium awloward 1)
. silence. during a basketball match uncomfortable
H Readlng II Method: Romeo kl’]eels if someone is “in stunned silence”; they
Read the article again. Then, Marriage proposal [l down in the middle of a gt use ey shocked
answer the questions. Location: a Delta Airlines basketball court in front of if A “prompts” you to do/say something, A
) ) . causes you to do/say it
1. How did Mike say that flight thousands of spectators a flash mob
Caroline made him Method: Arvin gets to propose to his beloved.  group of people who suddenly start
L . | X singing, acting, etc. in public, often in
feel? permission to make a special | While you can’t hear what order to promote something
2. What song did the announcement during the he’s saying, you can clearly o e hat takes Jou from
uitarist sing? flight. Addressing his true see on her face that she one floor to another in a building
g g g . g to twirl vb
3. Where was Arvin when love, Alex, Arvin tells the isn't incredibly excited if you “twirl” someone around, you move
h d h |) h h h k b H h b k b ” them around in circles
e made his proposal: passengers how he thinks about it. The basketba Wi aroun
4. Which passengers she’s the “most beautiful commentators can be heard someone you love
couldn’t hear Alex’s woman in the world”. He saying “I really can’t imagine :g:p"e':‘k’?;a very low, soft voice
answer? asks the passengers on the doing that.” On offering amascot _
SN . « . . an animal or toy that is a symbol of an
5. Who was singing the plane to help him ask her “a  her the ring, she looks at it, organisation, sports team, event, etc.
Beatles’ song “All you very important question”. but refuses to take it. She to comfort 1)
\ X N R if you “comfort” someone, you try to make
Need is Love"? Only those in first class then whispers something them feel better
6. Who tried t fort hear th ti to him and walks off. A o o
. Who tried to comfor ear the answer, prompting o him and walks off. As if someone is *heartbroken”, they're sad -
the man who proposed | a curious passenger from she disappears, a team often because someone doesn'tove ther
> . o get over phr vh
during a basketball economy class to ask “What | mascot tries to comfort the ifyiu “get over” a bad experience, you
game? did she say?” heartbroken man. “He’ll manage to forget about it
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